


As part of the BIPOC-AIC Microgrant application process, we collected limited
demographics data to help clarify the marginalized populations of sex workers most
impacted during COVID-19 and in need. Since September 2020, BIPOC-AIC has
received a total of 292 applications for financial assistance. We asked sex workers to
self-identify their ethnicity, gender identity, age, care giver status, length of time in the
industry, and types of sex work they engage in.

Taking a look at the demographics of the BIPOC-AIC Microgrant applicants:

● Largest populations of requesting assistance
● 65.7% of applicants identify as Black or African American

● 37.3% identify with she/her/hers pronouns. We asked people to
self-identify by pronouns because we do not make the distinction between
cis and trans women. We stand in the firm belief that trans women are
women and to ask someone to disclosure their assigned gender at birth by
identifying as trans is to cause harm. There were many individuals who
choose to self-identify as transgender, gender-non-conforming, and
non-binary. One of the statistics that we found interesting, though not
surprising, is the number of sex workers who identify with they/ them
pronouns, but use she/her pronouns for sexual labor.

● And lastly, 41.5% of applicants reported being between 25-30.

Our demographics showed that across ethnicities, 56.8% of applicants have
dependents who are adults, children, or both and provide for them using sex work, even
in case of houselessness, food insecurity, and other systemic inequities.

● Caregiver status
● 35% of applicants reported dependents who are adults
● 15% reported dependents who are children
● And 4% reported both adult and minor dependents.
● 40% did not reply to the inquiry.
● 48% of applicants reported working in NSFW media for 1-5 years

BIPOC-AIC began this work with the understanding that sex workers do not work in a
binary. Marginalized sex workers often work in both legal and criminalized forms of sex
work due to limited opportunities, lower pay, and implicit bias.
Our data shows that 61% of BIPOC-AIC’s microgrant applicants reported working in
both legal and criminalized forms of sex work.



Understanding that we couldn’t help everyone with limited funding, to mitigate fraud,
and offer help to as many people as possible with limited funding, The BIPOC-AIC
established its Microgrant Program with the following applicant criteria:

Individuals must self-identify as a BIPOC sex worker living in the US

They must be over the age of 18

They must have participated in online sex work or content production including
mainstream or amateur porn, independent content creation, webcam, phone sex, etc.
for at least one year.

Applicants can participate in-person sex work, as long as we are able to verify that they
work in both sectors.

We prioritized the most at-risk sex workers, including queer, trans, caregivers, people
living in rural communities and those in areas with high incidents of racial or gender
violence, or those experiencing or on the verge of houselessness.
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